May-*26-05 OaHlpm 



FrofB-UILLEN, WHITE, 2ELAN0 ft BRANIGAN 



703243S410 



T-843 P. 02/06 F-013 



Rgpiv to Office Action of 03/24/2005 



Serial No, 10/682,653 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 



Listing Of Cuaims : 



with a thermal transfer layer positioned thereo n, a transparent trailer which is attached to an 
end of said substrate, and a reflective sensor m arker positioned on said transparent trailer. saA 
a r e fl e otivo sonoor moikor position e d on an e nd of oaid thonnol transfer ribbon, wherein the 
reflective sensor marker permits the detection of the end of said thermal transfer ribbon by a 
sensor within a thermal transfer printer and wherein said sensor stops the thermal transfer 
printer from printing once a predetezmined amount of light reflected from said themial 
transfer ribbon is detected, said reflective sensor marker comprising a single lig^t reflecting 
surface having a dimension along the length of the thermal transfer ribbon of at least 0.5 inch 
and less than ten inches. 

2. (Original) A iheimal transfer ribbon as in claim 1 wherein the single light 
reflecting surface is equal in width to the ribbon width and has a dimension along the length 
of the thermal transfer ribbon of less than 5 inches. 

3* (Original) A themud transfer ribbon as in claim I wherein the single light- 
reflecting sm-face has an area from W to lOW square inches, wherein W is the width of said 
ihem:utl transfer ribbon in inches. 

4. (Original) A thennal transfer ribbon as in claim I wherein the reflective 
sensor marker is equal in width to the thermal transfer ribbon and has a dimension along die 
length of the ribbon of aboui i inch to about 2 inches, and the surface area of the reflective 
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(Currently Amended) 



A themial transfer ribbon comprising a substrate 
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sensor marker is from about W to 2 W square iiiches wherein W is the width of said thermal 
transfer ribbon in inches. 

5, (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7* (Currently Amended) A tbeimal transfer ribbon as in claim 6 I 
wherein the trailer is either adhered to the substrate of the tbennal transfer ribbon or is a 
continuation of a transparent substrate of the functional portion of the thermal transfer ribbon 
without a themial transfer layer positioned thereon. 

S. (Original) A thennal transfer ribbon as in claim 7 wherein the reflective 
sensor marker comprises a reflective material taped to the trailer. 

9. (Original) A thennal transfer ribbon as in claim 8 wherein the reflective 
sensor maricer provides a single reflective surface equal in width to the thennal transfer 
ribbon width and has a dimension along the length of the thermal transfer ribbon of at least 
0.75 inch. 

10. (Original) A thennal transfer ribbon as in claim 9 wherein the single light- 
reflecting surface has an area from W square inches to lOW sqiwe inches , wherein W is the 
width of the thermal transfer ribbon in inches. 

11. (Original) A thermal transfer ribbon as in claim 7 wherein the trailer is 
sufficiently transparent to provide a transparent sensor marker that pennits the detection of 
the end of said thermal transfer nbbon by a sensor within a therroal transfer printer, wherein 
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said semor stops the thennal Ttwsfer printer fix>in printing once a predetermined amount of 
light tratismitted through the thennal transfer ribbon is detected, said trailer having a width 
equal lo that of said thermal transfer ribbon and a length of at least S to 30 inches. 

12, (OriginalJ A thermal transfer ribbon comprising a functional portion 
which comprises a substrate and a thermal transfer layer positioned thereon and both a 
Tcflective sensor marker and a transparent sensor marker, each positioned on the same end of 
said thermal transfer ribbon, 

wherein said reflective sensor marker peraiits the detection of the end of said thermal 
transfer ribbon by a sensor within a thermal transfer printer which stops the themial transfer 
printer from printing once a predetennined amount of light reflected from the thennal transfer 
ribbon is detected, and 

wherein said transparent sensor marker permits the detection of the end of said 
thermal transfer ribbon by a sensor within a thermal transfer printer which stops the thermal 
transfer printer from printing once a predetermioed amouai of light transmitted ihrough said 
thennal transfer ribbon is detected. 

13, (Original) A thermal transfer ribbon as in claun 12 wherein the 
transparent sensor marker is a transparent trailer attached to the functional portion of said 
thennal transfer ribbon, and wherein ttie reflective sensor maricer is positioned on said 
transparent trailer. 

14, (Original) A thermal transfer ribbon as in claim 13 wherein the 
transparent trailer is either adhered to the subsTrate of the thermal transfer ribbon or is a 
continuation of a substrate of the functional portion of the thermal transfer ribbon without a 
thermal transfer layer positioned th^eoiL 
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15. (Original) A tbermal traosfer ribbon as in claim 14 w^herein ihe reflective 
sensor marker comprises a reflecrive material t^>ed to the trailer and the tran^arent trailer is 
of a length &om 5-20 inches. 

16. (Original) A thermal transfer ribbon as in claim 15 wherein the reflective 
sensor marker provides a single tight reflecting surface equal in width to the >^idth of the 
diermal transfer ribbon and has a dimension along the length of the thermal transfer ribbon of 
at least 0.5 inch aiul less than ten inches. 

17* (Original) A themial transfer ribbon as in claim 16 wherein said single 
light reflective surface has an area from IW to lOW, wherein W is the width of the thermal 
transfer ribbon in inches. 
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